DRAFT

Important Notice To Applicants and Plan Preparers Submitting NPDES Permit Applications for Stormwater Discharges Associated With Construction Activities

1/1/2007

Dear Applicant:

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the county conservation districts (CDs) have always strived to develop and maintain positive working relationships with, and provide assistance to, applicants applying for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) and Erosion and Sediment Control (E & S) Permits.  While DEP policy directs DEP and the CDs to return applications that are deemed “administratively incomplete” to applicants, this has typically not happened in the past.  A consequence of not implementing the return policy for deficient applications is that the processing of all applications, including those of good quality, has been delayed.  A growing number of applications in the stormwater permitting program, which includes post-construction stormwater management (PCSM) plan reviews, has made it necessary for DEP to fully implement the return policy.  Delegated CDs are expected to implement this policy as well.

Applicants and consultants can find information on assembling quality, complete permit applications on DEP’s website at: www.depweb.state.pa.us 

under “Stormwater Permitting (E & S and NPDES) Application Niche”. 

This “Niche” will contain information such as:  permit application forms and instructions, application completeness checklists, technical program manuals (i.e., Erosion and Sediment Control Program Manual and Stormwater BMP Manual), and a calendar of training events for the regulated community.  

DEP, in partnership with the CDs, offers periodic permit application and technical plan preparation training sessions throughout the Commonwealth.  Information on those trainings can be obtained from your local conservation district, or thru the website referenced above.  In addition, DEP and CDs partner with professional organizations to provide training services.  These trainings are designed to assist the plan preparer in submitting a quality

E & S and PCSM plan which will result in less time spent on plan resubmissions, and ultimately, faster permit issuance.

If the permit application is administratively incomplete, the DEP or CDs, whomever is the processing entity, will retain the administrative processing fee, and a new administrative filing fee will need to be submitted upon application resubmittal.

DEP and the CDs remain committed to processing your complete applications and issuing the E & S and NPDES Permits as quickly as possible.  If you

have any questions, please contact this office.     

